
 

 
 

INTRO TO FINE ARTS SYLLABUS | FALL  2021 
 

CRN 14870 + 
13627 COURSE NUMBER ARTT 112 SECTIONS 001+002 

COURSE TITLE Introduction to Fine Arts 
 
PROFESSOR Myles Calvert 
EMAIL calvertm@winthrop.edu  OFFICE MCL 202 
VIRTUAL  
/ OFFICE HOURS Thursday’s 11am - 12pm (MCL Rm#202 and via Zoom) 

PROFESSOR Stephanie Sutton 
EMAIL suttons@winthrop.edu  OFFICE MCL 248 
VIRTUAL  
/ OFFICE HOURS Wednesday’s 11am - 12pm (Zoom virtual office) 

 

COURSE 
CATALOG 
DESCRIPTION 

 
ARTT 112 introduces incoming art and art education majors to the contemporary 
art world and provides an understanding of what it means to pursue a career in the 
visual arts. Students will be introduced to critical dialogue, the creative process, 
professional standards of the field, and portfolio preparation and documentation 
resulting in the creation of an ePortfolio. Required for all first year studio art and 
art education majors. Notes: Lab Fee: $40. Offered only in Fall. 
 

COURSE GOALS 

 
This course introduces students to skills and craft inherent in Fine Arts disciplines 
including portfolio preparation, critical dialogue and communication, creative 
process and habits, and professional options and standards within the field. This 
course deepens awareness, sensitivity, and thinking about what it means to be an 
artist in the 21st century. Students will be introduced to various modes of making 
artwork, and to practical methods for critiquing, documenting, talking and writing 
about artwork. Students will create and manage an ePortfolio where all artifacts 
from the classes will be catalogued. Students will gain a basic understanding of 
contemporary art, transdisciplinary collaboration, along with conceptual and 
research-based artwork. Students will learn file management and demonstrate an 
ability to document, edit, and discuss artwork. Students will be exposed to various 
modes of working through visiting artist lectures and reflect on these lectures 
through writing and discussion.   
 

 
 
UNIVERSITY 
LEVEL 
COMPETENCIES 
 

 
Competency 1:  Winthrop graduates think critically and solve problems. Winthrop 
University graduates reason logically, evaluate and use evidence, and solve 
problems. They seek out and assess relevant information from multiple viewpoints 
to form well-reasoned conclusions. Winthrop graduates consider the full context 
and consequences of their decisions and continually reexamine their own critical 
thinking process, including the strengths and weaknesses of their arguments. 
 
Competency 3:  Winthrop graduates understand the interconnected nature of the 
world and the time in which they live. Winthrop University graduates comprehend 
the historical, social, and global contexts of their disciplines and their lives. They 
also recognize how their chosen area of study is inextricably linked to other fields. 
Winthrop graduates collaborate with members of diverse academic, professional, 
and cultural communities as informed and engaged citizens. 
 



 
 

 

Competency 4:  Winthrop graduates communicate effectively. Winthrop University 
graduates communicate in a manner appropriate to the subject, occasion, and 
audience. They create texts - including but not limited to written, oral, and visual 
presentations - that convey content effectively. Mindful of their voice and the 
impact of their communication, Winthrop graduates successfully express and 
exchange ideas. 
 

STUDENT 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

 
At the conclusion of this course, students will: 

1. demonstrate competency in documenting artwork including the use of photo 
editing software(s). 

2. employ industry software and web-based platforms in the creation of digital 
portfolios, artist websites, and supporting documents such as curricula 
vitarum and creative statements. 

3. demonstrate an understanding of personal progress and critical thinking 
communicated through well-written analyses. 

4. develop the students’ ability to place their creative work into contemporary 
contexts within the fields of studio art and art education. 
 

COURSE 
STRUCTURE 

This course is a visual art course and therefore will approach media from a fine art 
perspective. The course emphasizes creative and critical thinking as well as 
computer literacy. The class meets one day a week except for pre-scheduled work 
days and holidays. These classes will often be filled with tutorials, discussions, 
workshops, and lectures. The majority of class  information will be available 
through Blackboard, yet important in-class content will not be recorded and in-
class note taking will be essential. 

The class will be divided in half, splitting the semester in smaller groups between 
the Portfolio Lab with Professor Stephanie Sutton in Rutledge 113 and the Critical 
Thinking/Writing Workshop with Professor Myles Calvert in Rutledge 127.  
 

REQUIRED 
MATERIALS 

 
1. Winthrop email account - Email is the official method for communication at 
Winthrop University. The University may send communications to students via 
email so students are required to check their Winthrop email daily. We will be 
sending reminders and adjustments to the schedule via email. Please CC in both 
professors for all email communication.  
 
2. Blackboard – Course materials, discussion boards, visitor video presentations, 
this syllabus, and grades will be posted here. You are strongly advised to login to 
Blackboard daily. 
 
3. Digital storage - A thumb drive or external hard drive with at least 32 gb of free 
space for photo documentation files. Cloud storage will not work for this class. 
 
4. Journal or notebook for notes. 
 
Interim Grades of all homework and attendance thus far will be submitted on 
10/07/21. 



 
 

 

 
 
GRADING 

Final Letter Grades will be determined using this scale. A final grade of C or higher 
is required for BFA majors for this course to count toward your degree.  
 
A = 94-100 A- = 90-93 B+ = 87-89 B = 84-86 B- = 80-83 C+ = 77-79 
C = 74-76 C- = 70-73 D+ = 67-69 D = 64-66 D- = 60-63 F = 0-59  
 

 
Final Grade Points are calculated from a possible 1000 points: 

Portfolio Lab 
500 points 
100 points - Participation/Preparedness 

100 points - Exercises, 4 at 25 points 
each 

100 points - Portfolio PDF  
200 points - Portfolio Website 
 

Critical Thinking / Writing Workshop 
500 points 
100 points - Reading Responses 
100 points - Small Group Presentation 
100 points - Critical Studio Practice Assessment 
25 points - CV Development 
25 points - List of Demands 
50 points - General Presence / Peer Support 
100 points - Attendance 

STUDENT 
EXPECTATIONS 
AND ETIQUETTE 

 
Plan to be present in the course by arriving on time, actively participating, and 
completing all assignments by their due dates. 
  
Be sure to check your Winthrop email account daily, as we may send out course 
related announcements that will come *only* to Winthrop email addresses.  
  
We will use email and the Announcements section on Blackboard to communicate 
with the entire class. Be sure these notifications are turned on.  
 
If you email us, please be sure to use your Winthrop email account or the email 
within Blackboard. We will respond to email within 24 hours but expect delays over 
the weekends. 
 
If you have general questions that may be shared by other students, please ask 
them in the Peer Help discussion forum. If another student asks a question there, 
and you know the answer, you are encouraged to respond. The quality of the 
learning experience will be better for all if we act as a learning community and 
support each other. Quality responses will be factored into your Participation grade. 
 
When you are interacting with your professors and/or fellow students in class or 
online, remember to communicate with the same levels of clarity, professionalism, 
and respect that you would observe in face to face communication. Avoid using all 
caps as this is hard to read and is considered “shouting”. It is best to be overly 
formal, opposed to unprofessional.  
 
If you are participating in a live video conference, remember to present yourself in 
a professional manner, with attention to your self-presentation, the environment 
and the lighting. 
  

LATE WORK 

 
You are provided ample time to prepare and submit your coursework prior to each 
due date. If unforeseen circumstances arise, contact your professors in advance of 
the due date when possible. Late work due to technology issues, and/or without 
previous agreed upon accommodations, will receive a grade of 0. 
 



 
 

 

ATTENDANCE  
 

 
Every absence beyond two will result in a grade point drop on the final 
grading scale (example: A- would drop to a B-, B would drop to a C, etc.). Serial 
lates and early leaves will be counted as an absence. You are responsible for 
soliciting materials and assignments you have missed while absent. Utilize the Peer 
Help discussion forum on Blackboard as your question or answers might benefit 
other students. If still unclear, contact us. 
 

CVPA 
ATTENDANCE 
POLICY 

Students are expected to attend classes and should understand that they are 
responsible for the academic consequences of absence. The student is 
responsible for all requirements of the course regardless of absences. Students 
are expected to make every effort to attend class and departmental activities and 
events. 
 
Unexcused absences may affect the final grade at the discretion *see class 
attendance policy above* of the instructor—three unexcused absences may result 
in course failure for classes that meet two or three times per week, and two 
unexcused absences may result in course failure for classes that meet once per 
week. Attending class without the materials necessary to execute the work, or not 
participating (sitting out), may count as an absence. Arriving more than 10 
minutes late or leaving class early may result in being marked absent at the 
discretion of the instructor. 
Departments may establish different attendance requirements for courses within 
these limitations. The following policy will be in effect unless the instructor 
specifies otherwise: if a student’s absences in a course total 25 percent or more 
of the class meetings for the course, the student will receive a grade of N if the 
student withdraws from the course before the withdrawal deadline; after that 
date, unless warranted by documented extenuating circumstances as described 
in the previous section, a grade of F or U shall be assigned. 
 
Excused absences: Instructors are obligated to provide makeup opportunities only 
for students who are absent with adequate cause such as incapacitating illness, 
death of an immediate family member, observance of religious holidays, or 
authorized representative of the university. The student is responsible for 
providing documentation certifying the legitimacy of the absence to his or her 
instructor in advance of such absences. In health-related or family emergency 
cases where advance notice is not possible, documentation should be provided to 
the instructor no later than the date the student returns to class. Attendance at a 
counseling/medical appointment is not by itself a justifiable reason for class 
absence. If the instructor denies the adequacy of cause, then the student can 
appeal the denial to the Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs, who will 
judge the adequacy of cause, and if found to be adequate, will require the 
instructor to provide a make-up opportunity. Students who have an unforeseen 
emergency such as family death, inpatient hospitalization, or other unexpected 
event that will prevent them from attending several class meetings should consult 
with an academic advisor to discuss the withdrawal and medical withdrawal 
criteria and process. 
 

PORTFOLIO LAB 
(50%) 

 
Each student is responsible for creating portfolio websites specifically for this 
class. Exercises will be assigned throughout the lab that are designed to help you 
create and professionally edit content for the portfolio. All Exercise submissions are 
to be posted to Blackboard at 11:59pm the Wednesday night before the next class. 
By the end of the semester, your completed portfolio should include: photographic 
documentation of artwork, a Critical Studio Practice Assessment statement, and a 
professional curriculum vitae (CV).  



 
 

 

  
The Portfolio PDF is a pdf packet of the same content as your website. This 
professional packet will resemble ones requested for jobs and opportunities outside 
of the department but it will also stand as a model for what will be asked of you 
during the department’s Freshman and Sophomore Portfolio Reviews. The Portfolio 
PDF and portfolio website are due on Blackboard by 11:59pm on December 13, 
2021. 
 

CRITICAL 
THINKING/ 
WRITING 
WORKSHOP 
(50%) 

Reading will make you a better writer. Writing will make you a better thinker. The 
entire class will be given readings, and on one occasion you will work as a small 
group to discuss and break down the important points within it. 
 
Responses to these readings are to be posted to Blackboard at 11:59pm the 
Wednesday night before the next class. We intend for these responses to improve 
and become more complex as the course progresses. See rubric. 
  
Presentations from guest lecturers are scheduled for some class periods. Faculty 
members, visiting artists, and graduate students will be sharing their personal 
artwork, research, and time with us; therefore, we owe them our undivided 
attention and engagement. Part of your final grade for this course is participation 
and the best way to demonstrate that is by being a generous audience member. 
Before each guest, we will ask for a few of you to prepare questions to ask after 
the guest after their presentation. Research our presenters beforehand. 

STUDENT CODE 
OF CONDUCT 

 
Responsibility for good conduct rests with students as adult individuals. The policy 
on student academic misconduct is outlined in the “Student Conduct Code 
Academic Misconduct Policy” in the online Student Handbook 
(http://www2.winthrop.edu/studentaffairs/handbook/StudentHandbook.pdf).   
 
Academic Conduct and Plagiarism: 
 
Any work submitted for this course must be original or properly 
documented/attributed. It is understandable that you will borrow and build upon 
creative and scholarly influences. However, representing the work of others as your 
own undermines the value of this course and the degree that you are pursuing. 
Properly attributing work is necessary in the development of a professional 
practice. This course will enforce standards, reporting, and penalties put forth in 
the Winthrop University standards. 
 

COURSE 
EVALUATIONS 

 
Instructors in the College of Visual and Performing Arts conduct written course 
evaluation surveys for all courses they teach, and they use the information 
collected to make improvements in their instruction. In the final week of the 
academic term, all students in this course will receive an email invitation to 
complete and submit the course evaluation survey electronically. Students will 
have several days to complete the survey. Student responses on the course 
evaluation survey remain completely anonymous within the digital archive. 
Moreover, instructors do not have access to the survey results until after grades 
are submitted to Records and Registration.  
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

 
Winthrop University is committed to providing accessible learning experiences and 
equal access to education for all students. The syllabus is available in alternate 
formats upon request. 
If you are a student with a disability (including mental health concerns, chronic or 
temporary medical conditions, learning disabilities, etc.) and you anticipate or 
experience academic barriers due to the condition, please contact The Office of 
Accessibility (OA) for information on accommodations, registration, and 



 
 

 

procedures. After receiving approval for accommodations through OA, please make 
arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so that 
they may be implemented in a timely manner. OA contact 
information: accessibility@winthrop.edu; 803-323-3290; 307 Bancroft Hall Annex. 
 

SAFE ZONE 
STATEMENT  

The professors consider this online classroom to be a place where you will be 
treated with respect as a human being – regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, 
national origin, religious affiliation, sexual orientation, political beliefs, age, or 
ability. Additionally, diversity of thought is appreciated and encouraged provided all 
can agree to disagree. It is the professors’ expectation that all students consider 
the classroom a safe environment. 

COVID-19 

University COVID-19 Statement:   
During this pandemic period each student is expected to act in the best interest of 
the WU community by behaving responsibly to limit the spread of the COVID-19 
virus. All students, faculty, and staff must wear masks inside buildings and 
classrooms, unless alone in a private office.  All members of the campus 
community must follow campus guidance on masking. Please do not attend class if 
you have fever or any signs of the COVID virus; do not attend class if your 
roommate or someone you have close contact with acquires the virus and be 
respectful of others’ desire to remain COVID-free. Use the Patient Portal COVID-19 
Health Tracker daily.  Students who violate WU guidelines will be asked to comply.  
Continued failure to comply may result in referral to the Dean of Students Office as 
a student conduct violation.  
COVID-Related Absence   
Students should contact Health Services regarding a positive test, close contact, or 
enhanced COVID-like symptoms. Any student who has either tested positive, has 
COVID-like symptoms, or has close contact with someone who has COVID, must 
contact Health Services. Students should log in to the Patient Portal to schedule a 
TELEPHONE TRIAGE Appointment w/ COVID as the reason and upload the positive 
test result if applicable. Health Services will communicate with the student on what 
steps to take next, and if need be, the Dean of Students Office will get absence 
verification for required isolation and quarantine.  Students who verify their 
absences through the Dean of Students Office often minimize any academic impact 
caused by missed class time. Health Services will only provide dates of absence, 
not medical information. Please note, residential students who test positive should 
also follow their personal COVID Quarantine and Isolation Plan.   

COPYRIGHT 
NOTICE 
 

The materials in this course are only for the use of students enrolled in this course 
and for purposes associated with this course. These materials may not be retained 
or further disseminated. 

SYLLABUS 
CHANGE 
POLICY 

We reserve the right to update and edit this syllabus as necessary, including 
assignments, the calendar, and policies. You will be notified immediately of any 
such changes.  

 
 
 
Fall 2021 Weekly Schedule 
 



 
 

 

Week 1  
Fri, Aug 27 
Location: RUT 119 
- Welcome / syllabus review / overview of schedule / Blackboard  
- How to succeed in ARTT112 
- Upcoming events and opportunities, important dates, CC, website 
- Navigating university life 101 
 
Week 2 
Fri, Sept 3 
Location: Arts Council of York County @ 121 E Main St, Rock Hill, SC 29730 
- Field Trip! Juried Exhibition 
- Students to arrive by 9:55am, Mike Gentry to present 
 
Week 3 
Fri, Sept 10 
Location: RUT 119 
- USA Union of Student Artists presentation by Sydney Gambrell 
- Facilities and Safety presentation by Andrew Davis 
- Faculty Tree / Who is who in the Department of Fine Arts 
- Assignment #1 - Senior Presentation writing response (Opinion Piece) 
- Portfolio examples 
 
Week 4 
Fri, Sept 17 
Location: RUT 119 
- Senior BFA student presentations 
- Blackboard file upload demo 
- Group Advising presented by Karen Oremus 
Assignment #1 due: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 (11:59pm) 
 
Week 5 
Fri, Sept 24 
Split - 1 
Group A is in the Portfolio Lab with Prof. Sutton in RUT 113 
Group B is in the Critical Thinking/Writing Workshop with Prof. Calvert in RUT 127 
 
Week 6 
Fri, Oct 1 
Split - 2 
 
Week 7 
Fri, Oct 8 
Split - 3 
 
Week 8 
Fri, Oct 15 
Split - 4 
 



 
 

 

Week 9 
Fri, Oct 22 
Split - 5 
 
Week 10 
Fri, Oct 29 
ROTATE 
Group B is in the Portfolio Lab with Prof. Sutton in RUT 113 
Group A is in the Critical Thinking/Writing Workshop with Prof. Calvert in RUT 127 
Split - 1 
 
Week 11 
Fri, Nov 5 
Split - 2 
 
Week 12 
Fri, Nov 12 
Split - 3 
 
Week 13 
Fri, Nov 19 
Split - 4 
 
Week 14 
Fri, Nov 26 
Thanksgiving / no classes 
 
Week 15 
Fri, Dec 3 
Split - 5 
Last class - group together in RUT 119 for last 30mins to remind requirements for Portfolio 
final submissions 
 
Week 16 
Exam Day: Monday, December 13, 2021 - 8am 
Location: Zoom 
All assignments are due tonight at 11:59pm on Blackboard. 
 
 


